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Recent melanoma study leads skin cancer 
experts to re-emphasize safe sun strategy 
In a commentary published in the January issue of the Journal of 
the National Cancer Institute, Howard Koh, MD, an associate 
professor of dermatology and public health, and Robert A. Lew, 
PhD, an adjunct associate professor of public health, urged 
health care providers to recommend an overall "safe sun" strat-
egy to prevent skin cancer. The commentary accompanies a 
study that found that sunscreen used on mice prevents sunburn 
but does not prevent them from developing melanoma, a poten-
tially fatal form of skin cancer. Koh and Lew say that while the 
study calls into question the role that sunscreens play in mela-
noma prevention in animals, the extent to which the findings can 
be applied to humans is unclear. 
"Everyone agrees that sunlight is associated with melanoma, 
but that's where the agreement ends," said Koh. What remains 
in question, he said, is the extent of the role, and the types of ex-
posure to, ultraviolet rays that are involved in melanoma. Koh 
said that while epidemiologic studies have consistently shown a 
link between cumulative sun exposure and non-melanoma skin 
cancers, this is not true of melanoma. Melanoma, he explained, 
may be more closely linked to harsh, intermittent sun exposures, 
although the mouse study suggests that even more subtle sun ex-
posures may be causative. Also, melanoma can develop on parts 
of the body that are not normally exposed to UV radiation. 
Moreover, most experts agree that sunscreens play an important 
role in prevention of non- melanoma skin cancers. For this rea-
son, Koh urges people to be vigilant about using sunscreen as 
part of their safe sun strategy. 
"Sunscreens not only protect against other types of skin can-
cer, they also help prevent sunburn," Koh said. "And although 
we do not yet have the data to show it, we hope that following an 
overall sun protection strategy will also prevent melanoma." 
Study finds overall health to be an 
important predictor of impotence 
Overall health is a much larger predictor of impotence than ex-
perts previously thought, according to a BUSM study published 
in the January issue of the Journal of Urology. 
After analyzing data from 1,290 men in the Massachusetts 
Male Aging Study, the researchers found impotence of varying 
degrees in 52 percent of the men between the ages of 40 and 70. 
Men who had heart disease, hypertension, or diabetes, were one-
half to four times more likely to be completely impotent later in 
life than men without these diseases, and the problem was ampli-
fied in men who smoked. The researchers also found that low 
The School of Medicine recently held a reception in honor of Barry 
Zuckerman, the newly appointed chairperson of the Department of Pedi-
atrics, and Stephen Pelton, MD, who had served as interim chairperson 
since the resignation ofJoelAlpert, MD, last year. Pictured at the 
reception, which was held on Jan. 26, are, from left, BUSM Dean 
Aram V. Chohanian, Zuckerman, and Lawrence Dwyer, commissioner of 
Boston's Department of Health and Hospitals, (plioto by Boston Univer-
sity Photo Services) 
levels of HDL (high density lipoprotein), the so-called "good" 
cholesterol, are associated with an increased likelihood of com-
plete impotence. 
Earlier work by the School of Medicine researchers found that 
damaged blood vessels cannot provide penile tissue with enough 
oxygen to produce nitric oxide, which is essential to producing 
an erection. 
"The overall finding of the [current] study is that, although no 
inroads have been made in decreasing the incidence of impo-
tence, men who pay attention to their physical health can poten-
tially reduce their chances of developing the condition," said 
Irwin Goldstein, MD, a co-author of the study and an associate 
professor of urology. "The study also underscores the impor-
tance of preventing and treating vascular disease." 
Loscalzo named director of Whitaker 
Cardiovascular Institute 
Joseph Loscalzo, MD, PhD, has been named director of the Whi-
taker Cardiovascular Institute and chief of the Section of Cardiol-
ogy at the School of Medicine. Loscalzo comes from Harvard 
Medical School, where he was an associate professor of medi-
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cine. He also served as chief of cardiology at the Brockton/West 
Roxbury VA Medical Center, director of the Center for Research 
in Thrombolysis at Brigham & Women's Hospital and director 
of the International Society and Federation of Cardiology Throm-
bosisA'^ascular Training Center at both institutions. 
Loscalzo is a member of the editorial boards of several promi-
nent journals and a member of the American Board of Internal 
Medicine's Cardiovascular Diseases Board. He also is the 
author of numerous books and original reports. Loscalzo re-
ceived his medical and doctorate degrees from the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
Korn assumes School of Medicine 
post as new arthritis chief 
Joseph H. Kom, MD, has joined the BUSM faculty as a profes-
sor of medicine and as the future director of the Arthritis Center. 
Previously, Kom served as a professor of medicine at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut School of Medicine and as associate chief of 
staff for research at the Veterans Administration Medical Center 
in Newington, Conn. 
A distinguished academician, Kom has lectured extensively 
and has authored over 70 scientific papers. He currently serves 
on the editorial board of Clinical Immunology and Immu-
nopathology and on the medical and scientific advisory board of 
the Scleroderma Foundation. In addition, he is an active mem-
ber of a number of professional societies, including the Ameri-
can Society for Clinical Investigation. Kom received his MD 
from the Columbia University College of Physicians and Sur-
geons. 
29 faculty members listed as 
being 'best' in their fields 
Twenty-nine faculty members from the School of Medicine and 
the School of Public Health have been selected through a nation-
wide poll of leading physicians as being a "Best Doctor in Amer-
ica" in their respective fields. The faculty members and their 
appointments will be included in the second edition of The Best 
Doctors in America, a book listing 7,200 physicians in every 
medical specialty. 
The faculty members and their areas of expertise are as fol-
lows: Martin L. Albert, MD, PhD, a professor of neurology—^be-
havioral neurology and geriatric neurology; Richard K. Babayan, 
MD, a professor of urology—endourology; Patricia P. Barry, 
MD, an associate professor of medicine and public health—^gen-
eral geriatric medicine; Elizabeth R. Brown, MD, an associate 
professor of pediatrics and obstetrics—^addicted pregnant women 
and neonatal-perinatal medicine; Thomas Reed Browne 111, MD, 
a professor of neurology and an associate professor of pharma-
cology and experimental therapeutics—epilepsy; Bartolome 
Celli, MD, an associate professor of medicine—general pulmo-
nary and critical care; Jay D. Coffman, MD, a professor of medi-
cine—^vaso-spastic diseases; Donald Edward Craven, MD, a 
professor of medicine, public health and microbiology—^AIDS 
and hospital-acquired infections; Gary R. Epler, MD, an associ-
On Jan. 6, Kami Phillips (BUSM III), on behalf of the members of 
BUSM's Primary Care Society, presented Dean Aram V. Chobanian 
with a plaque from the American Academy of Family Physicians 
(AAFP), in recognition of the society's recruitment efforts over the 1992-
93 academic year: BUSM had the second highest increase of medical 
students in the nation to join the AAFP. The Primary Care Society re-
ceived the award during the AAFP's 20th annual meeting of students 
and residents held in Kansas City, Mo. 
During the annual meeting, Laura Sterling (BUSM TV) was elected 
chairperson of the 18,000 member student section of the AAFP. Philli 
and LeonardPerkinson (BUSM 111) both served on Legislative Refer-
ence Committees at the conference and were also selected to lead round 
table discussions. Additionally, Phillips was appointed as the student 
representative to the AAFP's Committee on Women in Family Medicine 
for 1994. Other honors included a minority scholarship award pre-
sented to Nilsa Martinez (B USM TV) and a leadership award presented 
to John Pagel (BUSM 11) for his activities in the Primary Care Society, 
(photo by Boston University Educational Media Center) 
ate clinical professor of medicine— general pulmonary and criti-
cal care; Donald S. Gair, MD, a professor of psychiatry—child 
and adolescent psychiatry; Barbara A. Gilchrest, MD, chairperson 
of the Department of Dermatology—aging skin; Irwin Goldstein, 
MD, an associate professor of urology—impotence; and Carlos S. 
Kase, MD, an associate professor of neurology and pathology and 
laboratory medicine—stroke. 
Also listed are: Jerome O. Klein, MD, a professor of pediat-
rics— pediatric infectious disease; Janice E. Knoefel, MD, an as-
sistant professor of neurology—geriatric neurology; Joseph H. 
Kom, MD, a professor of medicine—scleroderma; Robert Krane, 
MD, chairperson of the Department of Urology—impotence; 
Jonathan D. Lieff, MD, an adjunct associate clinical professor of 
psychiatry—geriatric psychiatry; James O. Menzoian, MD, a pro-
fessor of medicine—general vascular surgery; Jan E. Paradise, 
MD, an assistant professor of pediatrics—^abused children; Denni* 
S. Foe, MD, an assistant clinical professor of otolaryngology— 
otology/neurotology; Flaviu Romanul, MD, a professor of neurol-
ogy—neuropathology; Thomas J. Ryan, MD, a professor of 
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medicine—^general cardiovascular disease; Thomas Daniel Sabin, 
MD, a professor of neurology and psychiatry— general adult neu-
rology; David J, Salant, MBBCh, a professor of medicine—gen-
eral nephrology and glomerular diseases; Gordon L. Snider, MD, 
the Maurice B. Strauss Professor of Medicine—asthma, general 
pulmonary and critical care, and lung infections; Donald Weiner, 
MD, an associate professor of medicine—clinical exercise test-
ing; Harland S. Winter, MD, an associate professor of pediat-
rics—^pediatric gastroenterology; and Philip A. Wolf, MD, a 
professor of neurology and public health—stroke. 
Glenn named co-chairperson 
of Mass. task force subcommittee 
Mel B. Glenn, MD, chairperson of the Department of Rehabilita-
tion Medicine, has been named co-chairperson of the Rehabilita-
tion Subcommittee of the Commonwealth's Trauma 
Development Task Force. The task force will develop recommen-
dations for a coordinated continuum of care for the trauma pa-
tient, from the scene of the accident through the hospital and 
back to the community. 
Pharmacology department announces 
spring seminar schedule 
Tie following is a list of upcoming seminars sponsored by the 
Department of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics. 
All seminars will be held on Wednesday at 3:30 p.m., with the ex-
ception of the Sterling Drug Lectures, which will be on Thurs-
day, April 28, at 1:30 p.m. in the Keefer Auditorium, and on 
Friday, April 29, at 3:00 p.m. in L-603. 
On April 6, Neil Nathanson, PhD, of the Department of Phar-
macology at the University of Washington, will present "Regula-
tion of Muscarinic Acetylcholine Receptor Expression and 
Function." 
"Biochemical Approaches to Neuroplasticity" will be the fo-
cus of a seminar on April 13 presented by Bernard W. Agranoff, 
MD, of the Departments of Biological Chemistry and Psychiatry 
at the University of Michigan. 
Story Landis, PhD, of the Department of Neuroscience at 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine, will pre-
sent "Cell-Cell Interaction that Determines Neuronal Pheno-
type" on April 20. 
The first of the Sterling Drug Lectures will take place on April 
28, as &minio Costa, MD, director of the Fidia-Georgetown In-
stitute for the Neurosciences at Georgetown University School of 
Medicine, presents "Glutamatei^ic Transmission and Brain 
Plasticity." 
On April 29, Costa will present the second Sterling Dmg Lec-
ture, entitled "Two Mechanisms for Allosteric Modulation of 
G A B A A Receptors." 
"Drug Delivery Processes for Crossing the Cellular Mem-
^ brane" will be presented by Kosta Steliou, PhD, of the Depart-
ment of Chemistry at Boston University, on May 4. 
Jonathan Cohen, PhD, of the Department of Neurobiology at 
Harvard Medical School, will present "Structures of the Nico-
tinic Acetylcholine Receptor" on May 11. 
On May 18, a seminar entitled "Mcldulation of NMDA Re-
sponses by Opioids" will be presented by Li-Yen M. Huang, 
PhD, of the Department of Physiology and Biophysics at the Uni-
versity of Texas-Galveston. 
22 students elected to Who's Who 
Twenty-two School of Medicine students have been selected to 
be included in the 1994 edition of Who's Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges. Selection is based upon the 
students' academic achievement, service to the community, lead-
ership in extracurricular activities and potential for continued suc-
cess. 
Included in the 1994 edition are Asim I. Ahmed, Stephen 
Brown, Michael Galium, Banti Chand, Sylvia Choi, Jeffrey 
Collins, Nancy Corliss, Geoffrey Davis, Christopher Gaposchkin, 
Joseph Garasic, Kerry Girard and Christopher Godek. Also in-
cluded are Christian Hansen, Johanna Klein, Sara Mayo, Due 
Nguyen, Leonard Remia, Athena Richardson, William Shieh, 
Kinga Styperek, Katherine Taylor and Russell Zide. 
A luncheon was held recently to honor Charlotte and Louis Kaitz, major 
benefactors of the BUSM-Hebrew University Hadassah Medical School 
Exchange Program, and student participants. Pictured at the event are 
from left, Leonard S. Gottlieb, MD, director of the exchange program 
and chairperson of the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medi-
cine; Eva Selhub, a BUSM fourth-year student and a spring 1993 partici-
pant in the exchange program; Dan Kyram, Israel's consul general; 
Charlotte and Louis Kaitz, benefactors of the exchange program; Aram 
V. Chobanian, MD, dean of the School of Medicine; Tali Green and 
Oren Shibolet,fall 1993 exchange students from Hadassah Medical 
School, and Edward Alexander, MD, associate director of the exchange 
program and chief of the renal service at Boston City Hospital, (photo 
by Boston University School of Medicine Educational Media Center) 
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Briefly noted 
Phyllis L. Carr, MD, an assistant professor of medicine, and 
Robert H. Friedman, MD, an associate professor of medicine, 
have received a $328,250, two-year grant from the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation. Carr and Friedman will apply the grant to 
support research of factors that influence women's participation 
in academic medicine....Herbert Z. Kupchik, PhD, a professor 
of microbiology, pathology and clinical medicine, was a session 
chairperson and speaker at the 21st meeting of the International 
Society of Oncodevelopmental Biology and Medicine in Jerusa-
lem, Israel, on Nov. 9. Kupchik's presentation, entitled "Analy-
sis of RAS Mutations in Human Colonic Adenomas, Carcinomas 
and Normal Mucosae," was made in collaboration with Paul C. 
Schroy, MD, an assistant professor of medicine; Mary Jo 
Murnane, PhD, an associate professor of pathology and clinical 
medicine; Kwonseop Kim, a PhD student in pathology, and 
Sheryl Brown-Shimer, PhD, and Walter P. Carney, PhD, of 
Oncogene Science in Cambridge, Mass....Alan S. Cohen, MD, 
the Conrad Wesselhoeft Professor of Medicine, recently founded 
a new journal called Amyloid. An International Journal of Experi-
ment and Clinical Investigation. Cohen serves as editor-in-chief 
with associate editors Jean Sipe, PhD, an associate research pro-
fessor of medicine and biochemistry, Martha Skinner, MD, a 
professor of medicine, and Camella Abraham, PhD, an assistant 
research professor of medicine....Thomas R. Browne, MD, a pro-
fessor of neurology at the School of Medicine, was awarded the 
American College of Clinical Pharmacology's McKeen-Cattell 
Award, the oldest award in clinical pharmacology. The an-
nouncement was made at the organization's annual meeting. 
Browne was cited for his pioneering woik in using stable, or non-
radioactive, isotopes for biomedical tracer studies. 
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